Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP)

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: The Integrated Ocean Drilling Program is accepting applications for scientific participation on the Mediterranean Outflow drilling expedition of the JOIDES Resolution in the eastern North Atlantic Ocean. 
Mediterranean Outflow Expedition (20 November 2011 - 20 January 2012): 

This expedition (based on IODP Proposal 644-Full) will address the importance of ocean gateways in regional and global ocean circulation and climate by coring and logging seven sites on the contourite depositional system (CDS) in the Gulf of Cadiz and the West Iberian Margin. The primary objectives are (1) to reconstruct the long-term variability of Mediterranean Outflow Water (MOW) and impact of sea level change on MOW since the Miocene, (2) to evaluate the role of the Gibraltar Gateway on North Atlantic Ocean circulation and global climate, and (3) to document syn-sedimentary neotectonic controls on architecture and evolution of the CDS. 

This expedition will also address the scientific objectives of IODP Proposal 763-APL that aims to produce a marine reference section of Plio-Pleistocene millennial-scale climate variability and changes in surface and deep-water circulation along the Portuguese Margin. Records from this reference section will constrain the temporal relationships of abrupt climate change recorded in the northeast Atlantic Ocean, the polar ice cores, and European terrestrial records. 
The current expedition schedule is available at http://iodp.tamu.edu/scienceops/. The schedule provides links to the individual expedition pages, including planning information and the original IODP proposals 644-Full and 763-APL. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 3 January 2011: Scientists interested in participating must apply to the appropriate IODP Program Member Office (http://www.iodp.org/program-member-offices) by 3 January 2011. 

Applications of nominated scientists will be forwarded from the IODP Program Member Offices to the United States Implementing Organization (USIO). The USIO will work with the expedition chief scientists and IODP Program Member Offices to maximize the scientific impact and balance scientific participation by IODP members.

